f / 

/ 




•l •* J : ;» » * w 



• M to HI C A 



DECLASSIFIES ARB IEUAUO IY 
CENTRAL I BTEll IBEKCE mU\ 

? D/ryi *’"*‘ E MUiUPWhii nn 

>KK./i B NAZI WAR CRIMES 01 SClOSt! H A61 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BATE 2006 



lll’l »*' KVA*;s* Uf t'.tii «.( (V 



JiOI’W 






u!:cL'.J.:iFirjD 

ClassificaiToFT 



uiuiitt 



precedence 



5587 DISTRIBUTION 
ii'6'NTP.ol N t»M d ST:' 

21 JAN f 953 

bXtffe" 



crj-iT st^staus 



3371 




Influential Frankfiirter /Jlgenoino Jaitunc Jan 21 contained 
article by ttrich potcr Usunann dafoflfiAwiG auSvoy research method in 
gcnoriil £ind in pardcular, though talcing exception *b roloaao of 
roporto Neumann co-dircctor of largost Goman opinion survey organi- 
sation which does surveys for FodQcrv. 

iWtinent extracts follows 

v Uie publication of an Amor survey on the attitudes of the Ger 
people towards National socialism lias attracted considerable attention 
No one will bo norc astonished about tills tlian the Roactions Analysis 
’•toff in tlio African Headquarters in Nd&em, which is res ronaible for 
tlxis survey. Tills section of tho High Ca.nission, ccnsistinc of 
internationally recognizod exports Jn the field of public opinion 
rnsoorch, lias in tho pact seven years written sovoral hundred reports 
about tlie political dim to in Germany, recording; facts a bailor to 
tlioso which hem, over night and at a particular nonent, liave been 
rngrdLfied into an event of dramatic IiTr>ortancQ.*.„i.*. 

11 •....the firot effect of tliis Ajacr publication was that Gor 
» 

polit iclana nado statements declaring that studies of tills kind era 
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doubtful and unreliable, They oiiittod, however, to prove these 



assertions. 



<> There is no doubt Tfhatovor tliat the surveys of the Reactions 
Analysis, staff arc tecltnicolly excellent and scientifically unobjection- 
ablo, Shooc who themselves work in tliis field liavo to admit tliat the 
rcsuLtc of tlic survey in question are of on order of magnitude comparable 
with what o tlier investigations on tlio poet facto attitudes of tlio people 
towards National Socialism liavo femndo*.. «o n 

Referring to findings on national Socialism as reported in press, 
article states: 

M Rut is it not - and tills question ocer.s, of course, to be 
justified « shocking and tiirco toning when more tlian two fiftlio of the 
adult imputation believe that there was more ; 3 ood than evil in the ideas 
of National Socialism? Considered as a ^iole, one would liavo to agree 
tliat the masses of pe^^ple interpret political formulae according to 
, their own taste and abilitioc. 

,! So the concept National Socialism releases in other countries a 
chain~rcection of associate ideas, beginning with die concentration 
distribution canra and ending vritli tho murder of nilliong of Jews. In Cernary these 

j 

as3ofciatlons turn in on other direction, 
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,r Gince the Aner survey organization cons into of experts v/iio wish 
to do a thorough piece of work, they also have, taken tills Into consider- 
ation as a natter of oour 3 c, It iias, tlTorefore. repeatedly aocortainod 
Tbhat the Gar population actually liavc in view when they credit national 
Socialism with sonetiiing that is ijood. They liavc found that i|6 percent 
of answers referred to National Socialism iiaving secured a high living 
standard for the pcoplo and decreased imonployxnecrtt, 30 per cent named 
good social care, 10 per cent mentioned order, discipline and security, 
the rest talked of the laljor servico, the i.iodom higirway system. (Auto- 
balinen), the Volkswagen. :nitii*ation of class conflict and ' abolition of m m 'jg 



tho reparations* Not in one single case was any detail of the wicked 
policy of National Social ism named as gpod® 

p4 

n< flu> sane Araer survey - in Novcnher 19Cl «=» asked what s toe cif ic all y 




liad been bad in National Socialism. To this, 30 per cezvt mentioned 
the race policy, 2? per cent lack of personal freedom, 26 per cont 
war icongering, the rcstt concentration camps, the persecution of tho 
cJiurcheo and the towering influence of the parly® 

"Therefor©, it should not be overlooked that die German papulation 







distribution judg js National Gociallam in the perspective of how it liad appeared bo 
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tJiem* as a system of econonio and Bocial security, with persecution, 
gu repression and v;or as its backijround. ’Tvery psyclioloclst Imovrs that 
tho bulk of the people do not think in abstractions and do not 
dlfforontiato but stick to the nmertarily obvious or tiio United detail. 
They arc quite able to enjoy tlie aornory of tlie oocnoniically carofroe 
times of 1936 and 1937 without thinking in tlie sano breath of tlie 
internal political torror oi* tltoee years and of the bitter cor.scquoncos 
of tho r mi'. But tho Americans of the Reactions Anaiyaia Staff found 
tills out lone &G°o Hirou, r ;h tlie regularly conducted sampling ourvoya 
tlioy have obtained insists into tlie Ger mentality which appear to be 
just and reliable. In a report by tho organization in hehlem of Jon 10 
1952, it lo stated: 

*JJut a lypothosis vdiich deserves further study ia tliat noo-hazi 
orientations nay not for many derive frou ccein'; wore ipad and 
less evil with tho rood, but ratiior derive from a bellof or a 
hope tliat wlot arc ccnsideral tc be real roodo tliat Rational 
• socialist ldoca contained can bo achieved wliilo at tlio sano timo 
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'Anti Kasis possibly share the judgnent of most of the nations 
which foUofot Nazism that the above cannot be done - that it is tlie 
essenco of Nazism that the "good" features were obtained in such 
ways as to lead inevitably to the evils, huch a point of view would 
maintain that war, suppression, violence, raid concentration cartps 
were inevitable consequences of the National Socialist TjhiloBopby. 
/*nd tliat wljatovor prosperity obtained v/as built upon the quicksand 
of war preparations and exploitation of elements within Gcrrnary 
and peoples without. 

1 m such a framework of interpretation, a cmoidcrablo part 



of present day ncowIJazisn 1g not so much a willingness to liavo 
national Socialism restored with /ill its good end its evils,- but 
a failure to Jiavo learned the linkage between IJasi goods and Nazi 



ovils. 



'2f such an hypothesis appears plausible - and it sliould, of 
course, be subject to further investigation -» one important 
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linx^lication tliat t/ould go an to be entailed is that the r/holoeale 
condomnation of National socialist ideas tliat implicitly or 
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c;q)licit2y characterised the orientation of the occupation woo 

> • 

logically and psychologically faulty. » 

"Littlo remains to bo added Survq/s of tills kind chould 

never bo used to serve political propaganda but only foe bettor infor- 
mation about human beings, even though the politicians frequently do 
not 'want to be better Informed about thermo. <>o" 

NOTP> i Translation of Neumann articlo in ito entirety is being air 
pouched togotlior with copy of lu'JlG rc-ort* Comparison of two t /111 show 
that Gout; of the conclusions drawn in article regarding National 
Socialism aro basod on misconception of riict is actually stated in 
present study. Report does not state there lias boon an increase in 
favorable atcltudos tor/ard national Socialism among the public as e 
vdiole 0 It does state there lias been no decrease in a.rjrovaL , not* 
vritdis funding tlio greatly improved economic situation of the West Oer 
poo^o. '.videnco JLo brought forth, however, ouggccting tliat e.^roval 
of : rational docialicci is eon tie increase among two influential groups - 
youtii end adherents of the Frco Democratic larty, 
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